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moment of his taking office he did his best to attract British
capital to Czechoslovakia. Although from the beginning the
state finances of the Republic were built on strong foundations,
this method of approach proved long and difficult. Nor were
Dr. Benes's efforts always understood by his own countrymen
who had been accustomed to continental banking and were
inclined to chafe under the rigours of the more conservative
British system. In due course, however, this policy bore fruit,
and the Czechoslovak State Loan, the City of Prague Loan,
and the establishment of the Anglo-Czechoslovakian Bank
were valuable contributions to the financial consolidation of
the Republic. In this work I took some share and, indeed,
was induced to transfer myself from the Legation to an inter*
esting but chequered career in the new bank.

I also had a small share in Dr. Benes's few moments of
relaxation. Physical exercise being necessary to mental fitness,
he devoted a few hours every week to playing tennis at the
British Legation. I partnered Sir George Clerk and, as these
matches took place soon after dawn, I often found punctuality
easier to achieve by not going to bed at all. Benes's tennis was,
like his languages, more efficient than stylish. He was, how-
ever, very fast about the court and played not only with
energy but with a keen zest to win. He was more frequently
successful than not. In his youth he had been a first-class
footballer and was regarded by his countrymen as one of the
most promising outside-lefts the country has ever produced.
Indeed, love of football was responable for the only serious
dereliction from duty in his life. In his last year at the
Gymnasium, where he had a scholarship, he transgressed the
rules in order to play for e Slavia,5 then the best team in
Bohemia. Unfortunately in one match he broke his leg, lost
his scholarship, and did not do so well in his matriculation as
he otherwise should have done.

Even as the busiest of Foreign Ministers, he still retained
an interest in football. I remember vividly one occasion when